In order to determine the frequency of this plumage anomaly, I contacted several museums that had significant collections ofwhite-tailed Ptarmigan. Six museums, holding a total of 277 specimens, responded, and none of their specimens had any black rectrices. Four more birds that I examined also lacked this character. Museum collections may not hold aberrant individuals in proportion to their natural occurrence, since unusual specimens may be shunned by collectors or curators. Nevertheless, I conclude from available evidence that black rectrices are rare in the White-tailed Ptarmigan, and would seldom cause identification problems for field observers. I can think of two possible explanations for the occurrence of the aberrant individual I saw. First, the bird may have been a hybrid between a White-tailed and a Willow 
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